
16 • THE OBSERVER NEWS  Sun City Center | South Shore | Riverview	 May 7, 2026

Florida Home Partnership Inc. (FHP) a 501(C)(3) non-profit builder is seeking a land developer to contract for site development and 
infrastructure work to be constructed on 6.6 acres of land located at Vel St. & 12th St. Wimauma, Fl 33598. This project consists of all 
work necessary to develop 38 lots of mixed duplexes and quadplexes multi-family housing including: construction of storm water drainage 
system, sanitary sewer collection system with public lift station, potable water delivery system, site grading, streets, and roadways, including 
grading, crushed concrete base, asphaltic concrete pavement, curbs and gutters, and other related work. Federal funds will be used for the 
development of Magnolia Garden Square which is an affordable USDA Self-Help housing community.

All bid packets can be obtained by emailing Bids@flhome.org or visit our website FLhome.org and under the “Forms” tab, search for 
“Magnolia Bid Packet.” 

A mandatory bid meeting will be held in person at the project site on May 8th (Friday), 10:00 A.M. EST. An overview of the project and a 
site tour will take place. For all questions, related to the project, please contact FHP at bids@flhome.org by May 15th, 2026, by 4:00 P.M. All 
responses to the questions will be issued as an addendum to the construction documents and circulated to all bidders by May 21st, 2026. 

Sealed bids need to be submitted by May 26th, 2026, 4:00 P.M. EST. Bids and attachments shall be made with the attention of Florida Home 
Partnership Inc. and submitted in person in sealed envelopes labeled “Magnolia Garden Square” to 201 14th Ave SE, Suite H, Ruskin, Fl 
33570. Each bid must be completed and submitted in accordance with the instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder shall be notified 
no later than June 12th, 2026.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS / PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTOR(S)

This project is federally funded, in part through the Hillsborough County Affordable Housing Services, with HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program (HOME) funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). As such, the bidder must comply with 
Presidential Executive Order 11246, as amended; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended; the Davis-Bacon Act of 1968, as 
amended; the Copeland Anti-Kickback Act; the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act and all other applicable federal, state, and 
local laws, regulations, and ordinances. All Bidders must adhere to 2 CFR 200.317 - 2 CFR 200.326.

Note: that the successful bidder is required to pay workers on this project minimum wages as determined in (Residential/
FL20260065/01/02/2026) included in the bidder’s package; and that the contractor must ensure that employees are not discriminated 
against because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  This project is also a Section 3 covered activity that all contractors and 
subcontractors must adhere to in compliance with 24 CFR Part 75.  The awarding authority reserves the right to reject any or all general 
bids, if it is determined to be in the public interest to do so, and to reject any bid if it determines that such bid does not represent the 
bid of a person competent to perform the work as specified or that less than three such bids were received and that the prices are not 
reasonable for acceptance.

    

813.633.8665
3226 24th St SE, Ruskin

Open Monday-Friday 7 am to 3 pm
Saturday 8 am to 1 pm

www.freshsod.com

Paint a Pot   for Mom
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. May 9 at 3226 24th St. SE., Ruskin
Make reservations for this special workshop to create a beautiful 
personalized pot for your mom. A plant is included!

Adults and children welcome (children under 14 must be 
accompanied  by parent or legal guardian). Cost of the class is 

$42.13 and that includes materials: 10” clay pot, 
paints and brushes, soil and plant. Doors open at 
9:30 a.m. Refunds up to four days before the event.

The Gone Stampin' Club thanked the community for its 
continued support, which has enabled members to give 
back to local organizations.

Club members create and sell handmade greeting cards, 
with proceeds benefiting groups that serve the community. 
Through recent fundraising efforts, the club donated

• $500 to Mary Petro,
• $900 to DVR,
• $900 to Samaritan Ride,
• $900 to Samaritan Services,
• $900 to Our Lady of Guadalupe Food Bank.
The club’s next card sales are planned for September and 

November. Additional details will be announced at a later 
date.

Those interested in joining the club can attend meetings 
held on the first, third and fifth Thursdays of each month 
from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Arts and Crafts Building. Greeting 
cards are also available for purchase during meeting times.

Gone Stampin’ Club donates to local 
organizations

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing de-
pression or anxiety during 
pregnancy or in the post-
partum period, contact the 
Postpartum Health Alliance 
warmline at 888-724-7240 
or Postpartum Support 
International at 800-944-
4773. If you are thinking 
of harming yourself or your 
baby, get help right away 
by calling the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255 or dialing 
911. For more resources, 
you can visit Postpartum 
Support International at 
www.postpartum.net/.

Postpartum 
Health Alliance

Suicide Lifeline
To reach the National Sui-

cide Prevention Lifeline, 
call 1-800-273-8255; if you 
are deaf or hard of hearing, 
call 1-800-799-4889. The 
National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline is a national 
network of local crisis cen-
ters that provides free and 
confidential emotional sup-
port to people in suicidal 
crisis or emotional distress, 
24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

Are you a Veteran in need of legal assistance 
but cannot afford it?

Call Haley VA Services Clinic at 813-318-7010 
to schedule an appointment today.

Children's Services provides both residen-
tial and outpatient services for youth and 
has a wide variety of volunteer opportuni-
ties available.

Volunteer activities
The following is a sample of some of the 

activities volunteers help with
• Facilitating group games and activities 

with young people on or off campus.
• Providing locations and assisting with 

community service opportunities.
• Assisting with character development.
• Providing mentorship.
• Providing tutoring and educational op-

portunities.
• Providing vocational experiences and as-

sistance.
• Providing independent living, daily liv-

ing experiences and activities. 
Eligibility
Children's Services volunteers must meet 

the following criteria:
• 18 years of age or older.
• If under age 18, an adult must accom-

pany the volunteer and pass a background 
screening.

• Able to pass a Level I background 
screening (depending on the number of 
hours volunteering).

• Able to work with boys and girls age 10-
17. 

Want to volunteer?
Contact Children’s Services at (813) 264-

3807, ext. 53289, for more information or to 
begin the application process.

Provide mentorship, tutoring and community
 service for Children’s Services
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•  Price Sheets
•  Catalogues
•  Fliers
•  Business Cards
•  Forms
•  Brochures
•  Newspaper  Printing
   & Publishing
•  Graphic Design
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Printing Company, Inc&
Established in 1968 SHEETFED & WEBPRINTING

Make your mark on 
the world through printing!

Your Local Printer

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Newspapers • Catalogs • Menus • Posters • Newsletters Brochures • Books
Enlargements • Banners • Business Forms • NCR Forms • Bulletins • Magazines

Full-Color  • Envelopes • Fliers Calendars • Business Cards
Large Format Copying and Printing (blueprints, etc.) Much More!

www.mmprintinc.com

210 WOODLAND ESTATES AVE. • RUSKIN, FL 33570813-645-4048

Published Every Thursday  813-645-3111
www.ObserverNews.net
news@observernews.net

    

SouthShore ● Sun City Center ● Riverview 

*Some areas may have restrictions on home delivery. Please call and speak to Alex for more information.

813-645-3111813-645-3111
www.observernews.net

For nearly 66 years we have been 
privileged to provide news coverage for 

South Hillsborough County residents and 
businesses. If you’re just putting down roots 

or have been here for years ... we know 
you’ll enjoy reading and advertising in 

The Observer News. Call us about 
purchasing an ad, submitting a press 
release or to arrange home delivery*.

Take One! It’s

FREE
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PEGASUS COIN
AND JEWELRY

941941--725725--61006100
PEGAVAULT.COM

BUY • SELL • APPRAISE

See our ad on BACK PAGE

JOHN MOORE FLOORING
(near SCC Post Office)1629 Sun City Center Plaza 

813-633-7116
www.JohnMooreFlooring.com

give another person. He believed in me.”
FREE ESTIMATES

•SCC’S OLDEST AND MOST TRUSTED FLOORING DEALER • GOLF CART ACCESSIBLE • FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • CARPET • CERAMICS • HARDWOOD • LAMINATES • PORCELAIN • LUXURY VINYL

®

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Happy Birthday
to our

Great Nation!

• Sun City Center • Kings Point 
• Valencia Lakes • Wimauma • BalmSun City Center

The Observer News
and M&M Printing Co. will be closed

MONDAY, JULY 5TH to observe
Independence Day

News...........................4 p.m. Thurs., July 1
Display Ads.............11 a.m., Thurs., July 1
Classified ads.................4 p.m. Fri., July 2

Deadlines will advance as follows:
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 � By LOIS KINDLE
lekindle@aol.com

T he people who work so hard to make the Critter Adoption and 
Rescue Effort no-kill shelter in Ruskin want the public to know 
they foster affection and concern for every homeless dog or cat. But 

due to the tremendous number of stray, neglected, abused and unwanted 
animals throughout Hillsborough County, the small, no-kill shelter in 
Ruskin must often say “no.”   

“Every day, people either stop by, email or call, requesting us to take 
in an animal,” said Gloria Blue, C.A.R.E.’s intake/shelter manager. “We 
wish we could accept them all, but we honestly can’t. We simply don’t 
have room. 

Opened by veterinarian Hal Ott in 2001 in a facility built in the early 
‘60s, C.A.R.E. currently has capacity for 35 to 40 cats and kittens and 
a maximum of 16 dogs and puppies. That’s why, in mid-June 2019, its 
then-president, Penny Smith, began a capital campaign to raise $3 mil-
lion for a larger, more modern facility. That effort is ongoing. 

It’s literally heartbreaking for anyone at C.A.R.E. to turn away any cat 
or dog. But there are those is the community who don’t understand why 
this is necessary 

“It’s frustrating for me that people have a misconception about what 
we do here,” Blue said. “There are cases that actually haunt me because 
we had to turn them away.” 

There are a number of reasons C.A.R.E. has limited capacity or the 
ability to accept some animals. Even when it has room, its intake proce-
dures include the following:

• Some large-breed dogs can be problematic. These include pit bulls, 
Rottweilers, German shepherds, Staffordshire terriers and the like. 

“I could fill the shelter with these dogs, but we just can’t do it,” Blue 
said. “There are placement issues. Many residences simply won’t allow 
them.” 

• Animals the shelter takes in must be quarantined until one of Boy-
ette Animal Hospital veterinarians (who provide services at a greatly re-
duced cost) comes to examine, vaccinate, microchip and spay or neuter 
them, as needed. This only happens twice a month, so sheltering these 
pets further limits the C.A.R.E.’s ability to accept new residents. 

• If the animal is a stray, the shelter places a 10-day hold to ensure its 
owner’s not looking for it. 

A ‘no’ from C.A.R.E. 
doesn’t mean its staff or 

volunteers don’t care

GLORIA BLUE PHOTO
Winnie is a senior resident of the Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort no-kill 
animal shelter in Ruskin who has particular tastes in people and doesn’t 
much like other dogs. Once adopted, she was brought back to the shelter 
because a family member didn’t like her, so she will most likely spend the 
rest of her days at C.A.R.E. 

R evisions to the “Student Code 
of Conduct” for Hillsborough 
County public school stu-

dents is under review, including 
new categories to address “vap-
ing” and the increasing prevalence 
of “social media disruption.”

Moreover, there is an emphasis 
on social and emotional learn-
ing and, in a move to address the 
“school to prison pipeline,” civil 
citations will be required for first-
time misdemeanors rather than 
arrests. School officials say this 
is aligned with updated legisla-
tion and state and local discipline 
codes and is likely to decrease the 
number of arrests by 60 percent.  

At a workshop meeting June 15, 
school board members discussed 
the code of student conduct and 

reviewed a report detailing the 
number of behavior incidents over 
a four-year time period, starting 
with the 2017-18 school year.

Overall, sixty percent of the 
364,172 behavior incidents report-
ed occurred during the 2017-18 
and 2018-19 school years, before 
lockdowns and subsequent hybrid 
learning became commonplace 
due to COVID-19 protocols. In 
contrast, 25.05 percent of the in-
cidents occurred in 2019-20, fol-
lowed by 14.53 percent a year 
later.

School officials said the decrease 
in incidents is a promising sign 
and, hopefully, not just a reflection 
of the reliance on hybrid learning, 
which saw many students opting 
to learn at home versus going to 

campus.
 Last revised for the 2017-18 

school year, school officials say 
including “social media disrup-
tion” in the student code of con-
duct would give them another tool 
to battle “the increasing volume 
of disruptions and behavioral of-
fenses related to the use of social 
media.”

 In the code under review, “social 
media disruption” is described as 
the intentional use of cell phones, 
computers, tablets and other digital 
devices “to send, post or share neg-
ative/harmful content that creates 
an adverse impact on a school’s 
learning environment.”

At issue is “insensitive, inap-
propriate, harmful and/or slander-

Vaping, ‘social media 
disruption’ among student 
code of conduct updates

 � By LINDA CHION KENNEY
linda@observernews.net

STEVE JACKSON PHOTO
New postmaster for four South Shore towns based at Sun City 
Center since mid-January is Alonzo Wiggins, left, with Wadi 
Barrios, one of Wiggins’ management staff at SCC. 

 � By STEVE JACKSON
sfjackson10@gmail.com

Wiggins new postmaster now in charge of
Sun City Center, Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City

    The great majority of people,  actually cus-
tomers, in the four towns which he has served 
since nearly the first of the year, do not know his 
name.  They probably do not even know he is 
the person responsible for supervising 168 full-
time and part-time employees who handle their 
mail in the five post offices seven days a week.  
Very few of his clients even realize that since 
mid-January this well-travelled Florida resi-
dent has been “officer in charge” or temporary 
US Postmaster at Sun City Center, Sun City, 
Ruskin, and the pair of post offices at Apollo 
Beach.

   Let me introduce you to  Alonzo “Al” Wig-
gins.  The 49 year-old was appointed to his new 
job with the USPS Jan. 18, 2021, as head of the 
five USPS facilities in the South Shore.  As if 
that is not enough responsibility and work for 
one person, Wiggins also continues to serve and 
to work as the back-up postmaster for  Bartow 
and Alturas in Polk County, his full time as-
signment just before being tapped to head up 
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Medicare Now Pays For

Acupuncture For Low Back Pain

813-331-3940
www.SunCityCenterHAW.com

3040 E. College Ave. • Ruskin, FL 33570

Schedule Now...
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Acupuncture For Low Back Pain
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For a list of our services visit our website or call

nancysremodeling.com • Call/Text 813-634-8272

4922 Cape Stone Ave., Wimauma, FL 33598

(opposite ACE Hardware)

CBC126157
4

Celebrate Resurrection Sunday at a service near you or online. 

See a advertisers for special events on pages 10, 11 and 12, and 

more church news on page 18 and 19.

Lennard takes two, faces three at home in corral

Spoto’s struggles continue in South Shore baseball

FRANCIS FEDOR FOTOGRAPHY • francisfotography@outlook.com

Longhorn Sebastian Munoz is cut down at the plate on a great throw by 

Sumner outfielder Alex Collura (not pictured) and tag by Stingray Garett 

Morgan.

 � By STEVE JACKSON

sfjackson10@gmail.com

L
ennard took care of two 

neighboring high school 

baseball rivals in the South 

Shore last week behind its hot 

bats and strong arms. Now, Coach 

Victor Martinez’ Horns carry an 

improved 4-5 record and winning 

streak into three tough games 

in a homestand this week. First 

up are the Riverview Sharks in 

a mid-week game at the corral. 

The 11-3 Durant Cougars come 

calling April 1 at 7 p.m. Then the 

13-2 Hillsborough Terriers visit 

Ruskin for a 1 p.m. showdown 

with Lennard.

In what could be considered 

a mild upset, Lennard used two 

sophomore hurlers to get the best 

of East Bay last Friday 4-0, on the 

Longhorns’ diamond. The Horns’ 

Jack Mueller and Carter Payne 

combined to shut out the Indians 

on two hits. Meanwhile, Lennard 

banged out 10 hits, scoring two in 

the bottom of the first and adding 

 � By LOIS KINDLE

lekindle@aol.com

R
uskin’s beloved veterinarian, 

Hal Ott, is permanently 

hanging up his lab coat and 

stethoscope today, April 1, as he 

officially retires from the Ruskin 

Animal Hospital and Cat Thyroid 

Center, where he’s worked for 

five months shy of 50 years. 

“It’s been a great run, but it’s 

time for me to do other things,” 

said Ott, 77. “I have so many 

wonderful memories about the 

relationships I established caring 

for pets and their owners. They 

became family. 

“It’s been an enriching and 

rewarding experience,” he added. 

“I’ll be forever grateful to the 

wonderful people of the South 

Shore community.”

Retirement will not be a time of 

passivity for this man.

“My future will be focused on 

philanthropy, including restoring 

old and sometimes historic homes 

in Manatee County; traveling to 

Haiti (for charity work) when 

Happy retirement, Dr. Hal

LOIS KINDLE  FILE PHOTO

After more than 50 years in the field of veterinary medicine, Dr. Hal Ott of-

ficially retired April 1. His notable accomplishments over the years include 

the founding of Ruskin Animal Hospital, its Cat Thyroid Center, the Critter 

Adoption and Rescue Effort no-kill animal shelter and Ott’s Off-Leash Ani-

mal Sanctuary. He will continue his philanthropic work well into the future.
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 � By LINDA CHION KENNEY

linda@observernews.net

M
ore than 14,000 high school 

seniors are set to graduate 

in person this year, with 

ceremonies scheduled to run at the 

Florida State Fairgrounds Expo Hall 

from May 25 through June 3.

The schedule includes ceremonies 

for 27 of Hillsborough County’s 

28 comprehensive public high 

schools. The only school not set 

to have a ceremony this year is 

Sumner, which opened in the Balm/

Riverview area for the first time in 

August. As is the tradition, new high 

schools in Hillsborough open their first year 

without a senior class.

Last year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

in-person graduation ceremonies were 

cancelled. In their place, virtual ceremonies 

were held, augmented in most cases by 

creative, makeshift ceremonies that involved 

drive-through goodbyes in high school 

Traditional high school 

graduations return 

with new rules, 

restrictions
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BUYING & SELLING
PEGASUSCoin and Jewelry

7230 55TH AVE E. BRADENTON, FL 34203

ANA - PNG - FUN - ICTA - NGC - PCGS

WWW.PEGAVAULT.COM

941-725-6100

1/4 mile off I-75, just a 29 minute drive from Sun City

Collector Coins & Coin Collections  •  US & Foreign Paper Money 
Precious Metals/Bullion  •  Gold, Silver, Platinum, PalladiumBroken & Unwanted Jewelry  • .925 Sterling SilverGold Watches (Pocket or Wrist)

Sell where the dealers sell

Paying Top Dollar
DON’T BE FOOLED BY IMPOSTERS!
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Drive from
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        Licensed ContractorKITCHENS,BATH-ROOMS,FLOORS&more Free estimatesNANCYS REMODEL-ING.com

 813-634-82724922 cape stone avenueWimauma, � 33598                                                            Cbc1261574

REMODELING

nancys remodeling.com

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Nancy’sNancy’s

Call: 813-634-8272
4922 Cape Stone Ave, Wimauma, FL 33598

CBC1261574

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, FLOORSSCREEN ROOMS, RESCREENING  & MORE

T his year’s draw to Tampa Bay’s Festival of Lights and Santa’s Village can be summed up in an impromptu seasonal ditty, “candy creation, 

reindeer food station, hayrides and barnyard, lights, sights and ‘smores.”
 In a nutshell, family-friendly sights and activities are the draw to the annual, multi-day festival that kicked off for Thanksgiv-ing and runs through the day af-

ter Christmas at the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds in Dover.“We were here when she was one year old, and now we’re back and it’s bigger,” said David Kohut, at the festival with his six-year-old daughter, Maia, who had just cre-

 � By LINDA CHION KENNEYlinda@observernews.net

‘Festival of Lights and Santa’s Village’ runs through Dec. 26
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A new retail store unlike any other in southern Hillsbor-ough County will open Dec. 16,  just in time for Christmas. Located at 3818 Sun City Center Blvd., Ruskin, in the same plaza as Home Depot, Beall’s and Fiore’s Restaurant, the Flip Flops Store is a perfect addition to South Shore’s laid-back community.Featuring only “the finest in beach and relaxation footwear,” the shop carries only top-line brands, including Cobian, Oofos, Bear Paw and Oluaki; Reef, Yel-low Box, Scott Hawaii and Tiva; Flojos, Kinos of Key West, Rain-bow, Havaianas – and by Christ-mas, Hey Dude. Birkenstock, 

which expects its retailers to have been in business a full year, is ex-pected to be added in 2022. Depending on the brand, the store’s inventory of flip flops and sandals includes selections for men, women and children. Prices run $30 and up. Before opening day, Chad Johnson, of Minneapolis Minn., stopped in and asked owner Pam Perara if he could look around. A big fan of Oluaki, Perera’s new sign had caught his eye. Although he was already wear-ing a pair, he ended up paying cash for a pair of the brand’s casual shoes.
“They have great styling, they last a long time and they’re afford-

Flip Flop Shops opens in Cypress Village Shopping Center � By LOIS KINDLElekindle@aol.com

BY PHYLLIS HODGES PHOTOS

The SCC Swim Dancers decked their cart with flamingos and took home First 

Place for Groups (Tammy Johnson, Dottie Blanchard).

Together Again theme stimulatescreativity for SCC golf cart parade

E laborately decorated golf carts on a beautiful Decem-ber 4 day brought smiles and cheers all along the parade route. The annual Sun City Center Golf Cart Parade that COVID forced on hiatus in 2020 came back with gusto this year. The “Together Again” theme set the tone for a show of SCC community spirit second to none. Participants vying for prizes included 28 individuals, groups and businesses. Also in the parade were several carts with Hillsborough County dignitaries 

 � By PHYLLIS HODGEShodgespress@gmail.com

PAM PERERA PHOTO 

Pam Perera, owner of the Flip Flops Shops store in Ruskin, can’t wait to 

meet everyone in the community and “free their toes.” The shop carries top-

line flip flops, sandals and more. 


